From: Gray, David

To: Webster, Susan

Cc: Delgado, Eric

Subject: Re: White House/West

Date: Thursday, April 18, 2013 10:20:52 AM

Ok - but need to add additional parameters that ASPECT measures

From: Webster, Susan

Sent: Thursday, April 18, 2013 10:11:57 AM
To: Gray, David

Cc: Delgado, Eric

Subject: White House/West

From: Webster, Susan

Sent: Thursday, April 18, 2013 8:49:07 AM

To: Gray, David

Cc: Phillips, Pam; Rauscher, Jon; Banipal, Ben; Villarreal, Chris
Subject: Fw: West

Hg wants to coord with us on this to send to white house ...

From: Boynton, Lisa

Sent: Thursday, April 18, 2013 8:43:40 AM
To: Webster, Susan

Subject:

West Fertilizer, Inc, Explosion in West, Texas

Around midnight, CDT on April 17, EPA’s Airborne Spectral Photometric Environmental
Collection Technology (ASPECT) aircraft flew 21 runs over the incident site; data on the plume
was available within 5 minutes. Readings were 60 to 100ppm ammonia concentration within
the plume, however, the plume dissipated rapidly due to high winds. Approximately 2 mile
downwind, during the same runs, ASPECT did not detect ammonia.

People exposed to levels of ammonia up to 100 ppm are likely to experience significant
irritation to their eyes, nose and throat, but no lasting harm. Ammonia is extremely pungent
and may be immediately sensed at levels far below 100 ppm.

ASPECT is currently awaiting clearance to fly missions today. At the moment, the weather
is poor. When they do fly today, they will be collecting photographic data as well as
collecting additional data from the plume.

Lisa Boynton

US EPA

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, DC 20460
(202) 564-2487

DA
9447224
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